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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Imernational application No. 

PCT/JPOO/06787 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
P><!] iniemational application as originally filed 

I I the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 



. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



i I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



. as originaliy filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

f "1 the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been turnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims. Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I ^^'^ feport has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since thev do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-24 



1-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1 



Document 2 



JP, 8-282427, A (OEA Incorporated), October 
29, 1996 (29.10.96), entire text; Fig. 1 to 
16 

JP, 8-301682, A (Otsuka Chemical Co., Ltd.), 
November 19, 1996, (19.11.96), paragraphs 
[0005] and [0010] 



Claims 1 to 5 , 8 to 13 , 16 to 18 and 20 to 24 

The invention set forth in Claims 1 to 5 , 8 to 13, 16 
to 18 and 20 to 24 does not involve an inventive step in 
the light of Document 1 cited in the international search 
report. Document 1 does not explicitly disclose the 
feature wherein "the mole ratio (A/B) of the quantity of 
pressurized medium (A mole) and the quantity gas generated 
by the combustion of the gas generating means (B mole) is 
8/2-1/9" or the feature wherein the weight ratio (a/b) of 
the weight of the pressurized medium (a) and the weight of 
the gas generating means (b) is 0.1-7". However, talcing 
into consideration the disclosure in Document 1 which 
indicates that "the weight ratio of the pressurized medium 
and the propellant is approximately 8 to 25. The 
propellant gas is produced in the range of approximately 
0.3 mole to 0 . 6 mole per gram of propellant" and the 
disclosures in para graphs [0048] and [0049], Document 1 
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does suggest the feature wherein "the mole ratio (A/B) of 
the quantity of pressurized medium (A mole) and the 
quantity gas generated by the combustion of the gas 
generating means (B mole) is 8/2-1/9" and the feature 
wherein the weight ratio (a/b) between the weight of the 
pressurized medium (a) and the weight of the gas 
generating means (b) is 0.1-7". Therefore, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
applying said features. 



Claims 6 and 14 

The invention set forth in Claims 6 and 14 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 and 
2 cited in the international search report. The inventions 
disclosed in Documents 1 and 2 share the same technical 
problem that is a "gas generator for an airbag" . It would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to apply the "non- 
azide gas generator" disclosed in Document 2 to the 
invention disclosed in Document 1 to solve this common 
technical problem. 

Claims 7, 15 and 19 

The invention set forth in Claims 7, 15 and 19 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of Document 1 
cited in the international search report. Document 1 does 
not explicitly indicate that "the pressure exponent of the 
gas generating means is less than 0.8". However, 
paragraphs [0118] - [0146] and Fig. 3, 4, 12 and 13 relate 
to the pressure of the gas generating means and it can be 
said that Document 1 suggests the feature wherein "the 
pressure exponent of the gas generating means is less than 
0.8" in the light of these disclosures. Therefore, it 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive 
of applying this feature. 
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SS^©it (L/W) 1 Jii.±T. #^K®7Lg|5^cr)[^J*W' (#M®?Lc7) 
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mizj:io%^-r^t}y^mt(D^)Uit^mmL. ^izmmmmt:^' y.^^m 

H T ^ -5 o 

m 2 tt^jga^^A-f 7' u F-r >7 u - ^ com^mmm^ ^tm^m 

10 









1 0 


0 


/\^ y^^j y >y — ^ 


1 0 


2 




1 1 


0 




1 2 


0 




1 2 


2 




1 3 


0 




1 3 


2 




1 4 


0 




1 4 


2 




1 4 


8 




1 5 


0 





0 1 tl. ;^*;^^^S7^;M ocD/N^ y U ^> K-f >:7 I/ — ^ 1 o o cdS$ 

1 1 0 tt. f^t^<7):^*x%^§gyN':>;^>:i7* 112. Pig 1 1 4 

11 



Ml 2 0 $w 0 > iJx%±M 12 0 ©i*)§i5{c«, pfi^m<DmnRn 
mitMfi^^t£^:ff7.^^m 12 2 y«^*5S:w$nTi'i^. /^'^7>'>^'* 1 i 2 1 

«KlfS^«aM7L 1 2 4 75^*J^fi)c$nTi3 0 , M it:^ S ic^ i; T . 
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